DISCRIMINATION AGAINST A MENTALLY DISABLED
PROTAGONIST IN THE FILM MIRACLE IN CELL NO. 7
BY HANUNG BRAHMANTYO

A THESIS
BY
DELA PEBRIANI

Reg No : 71210411003

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
LITERATURE
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM
FACULTY OF LITERATURE
UNIVERSITAS ISLAM SUMATERA UTARA
MEDAN
2025



DISCRIMINATION AGAINST A MENTALLY DISABLED
PROTAGONIST IN THE FILM MIRACLE IN CELL NO. 7
BY HANUNG BRAHMANTYO

A THESIS
BY
DELA PEBRIANI

71210411003

SUBMITTED TO
THE FACULTY OF LITERATURE
UNIVERSITAS ISLAM SUMATERA UTARA MEDAN
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE FOR SARJANA SASTRA
IN ENGLISH LITERATURE

Supervisor

Purwarno, S.S., MA

Dean of the Faculty, Head of Department

Dr. H. Purwanto Siwi, SS, M.A. Dr. Ely Ezir, M.S.

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM
FACULTY OF LITERATURE
UNIVERSITAS ISLAM SUMATERA UTARA
MEDAN
2025
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



In the name of Allah SWT, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

First and foremost, 1 would like to express my deepest gratitude to Allah, the
Almighty, for His countless blessings and guidance that have enabled me to complete this
thesis. May peace and blessings (Shalawat and Salam) be upon the final Prophet, Muhammad
SAW.

Throughout the preparation of this thesis, | have received valuable advice, assistance,
and constructive criticism from many respected individuals. Therefore, | wish to extend my
sincere thanks to all of them.

In particular, I would like to express my special appreciation to the Dean of the
Faculty of Literature, Dr. Purwanto Siwi, S.S., M.A., for his approval of my thesis entitled
“Discrimination against a Mentally Disabled Protagonist in the Film Miracle in Cell No. 7
by Hanung Bramantyo.”

My heartfelt gratitude also goes to the Head of the Undergraduate Program in English
Literature at the Islamic University of North Sumatera, Dr. Eli Ezir, M.S., for the support
and guidance provided.

I am especially grateful to my thesis supervisor, Purwarno, S.S., M.A., for his
invaluable guidance, corrections, and encouragement in completing this research.

I would also like to thank all my dedicated and supportive lecturers at the Faculty of
Literature, Islamic University of North Sumatera, Medan for knowledge and mentorship
which have greatly enriched my learning experience and made my academic journey both
meaningful and enjoyable.

With full gratitude, | would like to thank myself for persevering and never giving up,
despite the many challenges faced during the process of writing this thesis.

Above all, my deepest appreciation goes to my beloved parents for their unwavering

support, both financially and emotionally. Their love, care, and encouragement have been my



greatest source of strength. | dedicate this thesis to my late father, Pariono, and my late
mother, Suwarti, whose support continues to inspire me. I am also grateful to my beloved
sister, Tria Pramadani, for her kindness and encouragement.

Finally, my sincere thanks go to my friends at the boarding house and my classmates

for their support and for the unforgettable memories we shared during this journey.

Medan, 2025
The writer,

Dela Pebriani



TABLE OF THE CONTENTS

CHAPTER L INTRODUCTION ... 1
1.1 Background Of the STUAY .........cccceviiiiiniiiieee e 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem...........c.ccoiiiiiicie 3

1.3 Objective of the StUAY ........ccccveiiiiiiecce e 4

1.4 Scope Of the STUAY .....c.eeeiieieiec e 4

1.5 Significance of the StUdY ..o 5

CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW ...t 6
2.1 DISCIIMINALION. ......ciiiiiiiiicce s 6

2.2 Types Of DISCrMINALION..........cccoiveieiiese e 8

2.3 Mental DiSabIlItIES ........ccviiiiiiiece s 12

CHAPTER 1HI: METHOD OF THE STUDY ... 14
3.1 STUAY DESIGN ..t 14

3.2 Data COlECTION ...t 15

3.3 Data ANAIYSIS ...c.veeiveeiiciiecie e 15

CHAPTER IV: ANALYSIS AND FINDING......ccoooiiiiieeicececeeeeeeeee 16
4.1 ANAIYSIS.....eeiiiiecie et e e nreanre s 16

4.1.1 Discrimination Discourse ANalySiS........cccccevvveieivieevieciie e 16

4.1.1.1 Form of DisCrimination .............ccccoceovvviiniiniiiscn e 16

4.1.1.2 Discrimination in the Justice SyStem ...........cccooevinininicninnns 17

4.1.1.3 Community Stigma and PrejudiCe ..........ccoevveviiieiiecie e, 18

4.1.1.4 Discriminatory Treatment in PriSON ..........ccccoovvvenininiieienennns 19

4.1.1.5 The Impact of Discrimination on the Protagonist ................... 19

4.1.2 Purpose of Legal JUSTICE  ....ooveiicieee e 20

4.1.2.1 ResStoring DIgNIty ......ccccocoveiieiiiee i 20

4.1.2.2. Upholding JUSLICE ......cceevviiiiiie e 21

4.1.2.3 Encorage Emphaty and HUManity ...........ccccceevviiinininniennne 22

A 14 To [T o PP SRSO 35

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION.................... 37



5.1 Conclusion...........

5.2 Recommendation
REFERENCES

APPENDIXES



39

REFERENCES

Adolph, R. (2016). & #&No Title No Title No Title. Gender Discrimination Toward Josey
Aimes As The Main Character In North Country Film, 1(23), 1-23.

Agustang, A., & Syukur, M. (2022). Diskriminasi pada Sosial Anak pada Penderita Kusta di
Kota Makassar. Phinisi Integration Review, 3(2), 297-304.

Aislinn Bohren, J., Hull, P., Imas, A., Abaluck, J., Agan, A., Arnold, D., Bertrand, M., Blair,
P., Bursztyn, L., Fang, H., Jones, D., Davenport, D., Dellavigna, S., Dobbie, W.,
Glaeser, E., Hirshman, S., Katz, L., Luttmer, E., Knepper, M., & Tufano, F. (2023).
Dec 2023 - Systemic Discrimination: Theory And Measurement.

Bahrudin, E. A. A. (2022). Advokasi Pekerjaan Sosial terhadap Diskriminasi pada Advocacy
of Social Work Against Discrimination of Persons. KHIDMAT SOSIAL: Journal of
Social Work and Social Services, 3(2), 130-138.

Campbell, C., & Smith, D. (2023). Distinguishing Between Direct and Indirect
Discrimination. Modern Law Review, 86(2), 307—330. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-
2230.12760

Caroline, F. V. (2022). Gender Discrimination Toward Josey Aimes as The Main Character
In. 6(April), 388-400.

Gunawan, Y., Sardi, M., & Khairunnisa, K. (2020). Perspective of Convention on The
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) on The
Cyber Harassment in Indonesia. Dih: Jurnal IImu Hukum, 16(1), 49-60.
https://doi.org/10.30996/dih.v16i1.2857

Hackett, R. A., Steptoe, A., Lang, R. P., & Jackson, S. E. (2020). Disability Discrimination
and Well-Being in The United Kingdom: A Prospective Cohort Study. BMJ Open,
10(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2019-035714

Kumar. (2018). Factors Influencing E-Government Adoption in India: A Qualitative
Approach. Digital Policy, Regulation and Governance, 20(5), 413-433.
https://doi.org/10.1108/DPRG-02-2018-0007

Mann, S. (2022). Anti-Discrimination Laws and Mental Health: Evidence from Sexual
Minorities. Working Paper.

Muster, C. L. (2023). Disability Justice and the Americans with Disabilities Act: An
Opportunity for Social Work. Social Work (United States), 68(4), 331-339.
https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swad034

Pahleviannur, Mu. R. (2023). Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. Kollegial Supervision.
https://doi.org/10.2307/j].608190.4

Rika Widianita, D. (2023). Representasi Diskriminasi Terhadap Penyandang Disabilitas
Dalam Film Miracle In Cell No 7 (Versi Indonesia. At-Tawassuth: Jurnal Ekonomi
Islam, VIII(I), 1-19.


https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2230.12760
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2230.12760
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.30996/dih.v16i1.2857
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2019-035714
https://doi.org/10.1108/DPRG-02-2018-0007
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swad034
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.608190.4

40

Rizky, U. F. (2015). Kebijakan Kampus Inklusif Bagi Penyandang Disabilitas (Studi Tentang
Advokasi Kebijakan Kampus Inklusif Di Universitas Brawijaya). 1JDS Indonesian
Journal of Disability Studies, 02(01), 1-8.
https://doi.org/10.21776/ub.ijds.2015.02.01.04

Sakdeyahlely. (2024). Penyandang Disabilitas dalam Hak Ketenagakerjaan di Kabupaten
Pasuruan. 7(3), 1065-1076.

Sugiarto. (2016). Pengertian Victimologi Dan Viktimisasi. 4(1), 1-23.

Taruk Allo, E. A. (2022). Penyandang Disabilitas di Indonesia. Nusantara: Jurnal limu
Pengetahuan Sosial, 9, 127-142.

Taylor, D. M. (2018). Americans with Disabilities: 2014. Current Population Reports, 1-32.
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2018/demo/p70-152.html

TEZCAN, T., & IN. (2013). Discrimination Experienced By Disabled Employees In The
Public Sector: “Institutional Discrimination Area” A. Integration Of Climate
Protection And Cultural Heritage: Aspects In Policy And Development Plans. Free
And Hanseatic City Of Hamburg, 26(4), 1-37.

Turale, S. (2020). A Brief Introduction To Qualitative Description: A Research Design Worth
Using. Pacific Rim International Journal of Nursing Research, 24(3), 289-291.

Williams, D. R., Lawrence, J. A., Davis, B. A., & Vu, C. (2019). Understanding How
Discrimination Can Affect Health. Health Services Research, 54(S2), 1374-1388.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6773.13222



https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.21776/ub.ijds.2015.02.01.04
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2018/demo/p70-152.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6773.13222

41

APPENDIXES

A. Biography of the Authoress

Hanung Bramantyo is a prominent Indonesian film director, screenwriter, and
producer, known for his significant contributions to the Indonesian film industry. Born on
October 1, 1975 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, Hanung developed his passion for storytelling and
artistry at an early age. He studied film and graduated from the Indonesian Institute of Arts
(ISI) in Yogyakarta, where he honed his skills in directing and screenwriting.

Hanung's career in film began in the early 2000s, and quickly gained recognition for
his ability to blend commercial appeal with meaningful narratives. His films often explore
themes of family, love, and social issues, which resonate with audiences across Indonesia.
One of his most famous works is “Miracle in Cell No. 7,” released in 2013, which tells the
poignant story of a mentally challenged father and his daughter, highlighting the challenges
faced by people with mental disabilities and the discrimination they face in society.
Throughout his career, Hanung has received numerous awards and recognition for his work,
establishing himself as one of Indonesia's leading filmmakers. His films have not only
achieved commercial success, but also sparked important conversations about social issues,
including mental health, family dynamics, and justice.

Besides working in film, Hanung is also involved in various philanthropic activities,
advocating for the rights of marginalized communities and promoting awareness of mental
health issues. He believes in the power of cinema as a tool for social change and strives to
make films that inspire empathy and understanding among audiences. With a diverse
filmography that includes dramas, comedies, and literary adaptations, Hanung Bramantyo
continues to be an important figure in the Indonesian film industry. His dedication to
storytelling and social advocacy has left a lasting impact on audiences and aspiring
filmmakers in Indonesia and beyond.

B. Hanung Brahmantyo's Film Works
Hanung Bramantyo has many movie works that cover various genres. Here are some

of the movies he has directed:

1. Topeng KEKaSIN ........coiiiiiiiiiece e 2000
2. Gelas- Gelas Berdenting .......c.cocveveeieiieieeie et 2001
3. KIAUNG oo 2001
N = 0111 ] TSRS 2004
5. Ayat — AYat CINTA ..o 2008
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6. Cinta Tapi BeOA ......cccoveiiiiecice e 2012
7. Kartini: PrinCess Of JAVA........cccouiriiiiieie et 2017
8. RUAY HaDIDIE ... 2016
9. Satria Dewa: GatOtKaCa.........c.eiveriieiiiie e 2022
10. Miracle In Cell NO. 7 oo 2022
11, Harlot’s PIAYET ....c.ooiiiiiiiiieieeee e e 2023
12. DUNIA TANPA SUATA.....cviiteitiiieeiieiieie sttt sttt n s 2023
13, JAWAIE DESA ..ottt 2023
14. LOVE 1S NEVET ON TIME ..ottt 2024

C. Summary and Characters Of The Film
1. Summary of the Film

Miracle in Cell No.7 by Hanung Bramantyo is an adaptation of the very popular
South Korean film of the same title. This Indonesian version presents a very emotional story
about a father's love for his child, packaged with a relevant Indonesian cultural background
and legal system. The story begins with the introduction of the main character, namely Dodo
Rozak, a man with a mental disability who lives with his young daughter, Kartika. Dodo is a
simple single father, working selling balloons and toys to meet daily needs with Kartika who
loves him very much. They live happily in their limitations, and their relationship is filled
with sincere affection. Kartika often helps her father and even understands his shortcomings,
making them a very harmonious father-daughter pair. Dodo is known as an honest, innocent
figure, and loves children very much, but because of his mental disability, he is often the
target of reaching out to people around him. One day, a tragic fate befell Dodo when he
accidentally was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and was involved in a case that he did
not do at all. He happened to rape and kill an important official's child, even though he didn't
fully understand what was happening and never had the slightest evil intention.

The case that befell Dodo attracted great public attention because it involved the son
of an influential figure, namely a high-ranking police officer. Due to political pressure and
the need to immediately resolve the case publicly, law enforcement officers rashly named
Dodo as the main suspect, even though there was no strong evidence to really support the
accusation. Dodo, who could not defend himself logically or verbally due to his limitations,
was easily pressured to confess to a crime he never committed. He did not receive proper
legal assistance, and investigators did not carry out their duties objectively. The audience is
invited to see how the legal system can be very cruel and unfair to vulnerable people like
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Dodo. The trial was not impartial, and due to pressure from the official who felt he had lost
his child, Dodo was sentenced to death. Kartika, who was still a child at the time, did not
fully understand what was happening, but was very lost and continued to harbor hopes of
seeing her father again. This story is a bitter picture of how the law can hurt innocent people
because of power, ambition, and the weaknesses of a system that does not consider a person's
mental condition fairly.

After being thrown into prison, Dodo was placed in cell number 7, a place where
hardened and dangerous prisoners were usually gathered. At first, the inmates were hostile
towards Dodo, considering him to be a real perpetrator of a heinous crime against a child,
which is one of the greatest sins in the prison environment. However, as time went by, they
began to realize that Dodo was not what they had imagined. With his innocence, sincerity,
and love for children, Dodo slowly won the hearts of the other prisoners. After learning that
he had a daughter whom he loved very much, the inmates felt sorry for him and decided to
help him. In an act full of warmth and humor, they smuggled little Kartika into the prison so
that she could meet her father, creating a 'miracle’ in cell number 7. Kartika also brought
happiness into the lives of the prisoners, dissolving the gloomy atmosphere in the prison and
making them a warm family. The audience was treated to many touching moments, laughter,
and closeness between the prisoners who realized that Dodo did not deserve to be treated like
a criminal. The relationship between Dodo and Kartika, as well as the support from their
cellmates, is the emotional core of the film and proves that even in an environment full of

suffering, love and kindness can still grow.

2. Characters of the Film

There are some characters of the film that need to be discussed in this research. They can be

explained one by one as follows:

a. Dodo Rozak : Dodo Rozak is the central character in this film. He is a man with
intellectual disabilities, who in society is often misunderstood and looked down upon.
Despite having a mental disability, Dodo is a very loving, honest, and innocent person. His
love for his only child, Ika Kartika, is the greatest strength in his life.

b. lka Kartika : lka Kartika is the only daughter of Dodo Rozak. Since she was little, she
grew up with her father's extraordinary love. Little Kartika is described as a cheerful,
spoiled child, and very close to her father. When Dodo was accused of committing a crime

against an official's son, Kartika's life changed drastically. However, she never doubted



44

her father, and that belief carried over into adulthood. As an adult, Kartika became a
lawyer, a profession she chose specifically to fight for justice for her father.

. Hendar : Mr. Hendar is one of the inmates who shares a cell with Dodo Rozak. Initially,
he and his fellow inmates viewed Dodo with suspicion and tended to be hostile towards
him. They even treated him roughly because they believed that Dodo was a perpetrator of
sexual crimes against children—an act that is greatly hated among inmates. However, over
time, Hendar began to see that Dodo was not actually a bad person.

Hendar's character has undergone significant development. From being initially cynical,
he slowly began to melt by Dodo's kindness and sincerity.

. Jaki : Jaki is the unofficial leader in the cell where Dodo is imprisoned. He is a long-
serving inmate and has great influence among the other inmates. Initially, Jaki also treated
Dodo with suspicion. As a firm figure with harsh life experiences, Jaki sees Dodo as a
burden and a threat to the harmony of their cell. However, as time goes by, he begins to
open up.

. The warden : The warden in this film is a symbol of authority and strict law. He is
depicted as someone who initially held the principle of “rules are everything." Therefore,
when Dodo was arrested for a serious crime, he did not give much room for tolerance.
However, this character also undergoes transformation over time.

. Victim's father : A powerful figure full of revenge and loss One of the emotional
antagonists in this film is the father of the child who is the victim of the crime that Dodo is
accused of. He is a high-ranking official who is deeply affected by the death of his child.
In his grief and anger, he needs a "scapegoat"”, and Dodo is an easy target. This figure is
very influential in pushing the legal process to punish Dodo as severely as possible.

. Grandmother : As a mother of a special needs child, Nenek has been through a long
journey full of challenges since Dodo was a child. She understands Dodo's limitations, but
never sees them as a disgrace. Instead, she has become a pillar of mental strength for

Dodo, raising and guiding him with patience and love.



