
 

 

 

KYA'S SELF RELIANCE DEPICTED IN DELIA 

OWENS' NOVEL WHERE THE CRAWDADS SINGS 

 
 

 THESIS  

BY 

R.A. TRIVANI DESYARA  

Reg. No.: 71220422005 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MASTER’S PROGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

FACULTY OF LITERATURE 

UNIVERSITAS ISLAM SUMATERA UTARA 

MEDAN 

2024 
 

 



 

 

KYA'S SELF RELIANCE DEPICTED IN DELIA 

OWENS' NOVEL WHERE THE CRAWDADS SINGS 

 

 

THESIS 

 BY 
 

R.A TRIVANI DESYARA 

NPM: 71220422005 

 

Submitted to  

Master’s Program 

 Department of English Literature  

Faculty of Literature  

Universitas Islam Sumatera Utara, Medan  

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements  

For the Degree of Magister Sastra in English Literature. 

 

 

 Supervisor I,  Supervisor II, 

 

 

 

Dr. Muhammad Ali Pawiro, M.A Dr.  Purwanto Siwi, M.A 

 

 

 Dean of the Faculty,  Head of Department, 

 

 

 

Dr. Purwanto Siwi, M.A  Dr. Muhammad Ali Pawiro, M.A 

 

 
MASTER’S PROGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

FACULTY OF LITERATURE 

UNIVERSITAS ISLAM SUMATERA UTARA 

MEDAN 

2024 



 

iii 

 

AUTHORSHIP STATEMENT 

 
 

I, herewith, certify that the thesis entitled KYA'S SELF RELIANCE DEPICTED 

IN DELIA OWENS' NOVEL WHERE THE CRAWDADS SINGS is the result of 

my own work and has never been partially or fully submitted for any other graded 

academic works, professional qualifications or other purposes beyond the Degree of 

Magister Sastra at Master’s Program in English Literature, Universitas Islam 

Sumatera Utara, Medan. All direct or indirect sources are acknowledged as 

references. Anything pertaining to quotation or computer software application in 

writing this thesis or any other things tied to Hak Atas Kekayaan Intelektual (HAKI), 

‘Intellectual Property Rights’ together with its legal consequences likely resulted, is 

upon my own responsibility. 

 

 

 

Medan,            2024 

 

 

R.A TRIVANI DESYARA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

The successful completion of this thesis owes much to the guidance and 

support of numerous individuals who generously contributed their expertise and 

assistance. It is a pleasure to thank those who made it a possibility. 

The first and foremost, I express my greatest gratitude to Allah SWT the 

Almighty for His blessing, grace, and strength guiding me to the completion of this 

thesis. 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisors Dr. 

Muhammad Ali Pawiro, M.A and Dr. Purwanto Siwi, M.A for their invaluable 

guidance, unwavering support, and continuous encouragement throughout the entire 

process of researching and writing this thesis. I also would like to express my 

gratitude to all lecturers and staffs of the English Literature Department of Master 

Program, UISU who have patiently provided greatest assistant during my study.  

Special thanks go to my family, Mama, Papa and my sisters whose constant 

encouragement fueled my perseverance during the completion of this thesis. 

 I express my heartfelt gratitude to my comrades-in-arms in this master's 

program  who have been my pillars of strength. 

 

Medan,         2024 

 

R.A Trivani Desyara 

 

 

 

 



 

vi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

APPROVAL PAGE .............................................................................................  ii  

STATEMENT OF AUTHORSHIP .....................................................................  iii  

ABSTRACT .........................................................................................................   iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...................................................................................   v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .....................................................................................   vi 

 

CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION .................................................................. 1  

1.1 Background ........................................................................ 1  

1.2 Problems Identification....................................................... 3  

1.3 Objectives .......................................................................... 4  

1.4 Scope ................................................................................. 4  

1.5 Significance........................................................................ 4  

 

CHAPTER II :  LITERATURE REVIEW ...................................................... 6  

2.1 Sociology of Literature ....................................................... 6  

2.2 The Approaches of Sociology of Literature ........................ 8  

2.3 Self Reliance  ..................................................................... 11  

2.4 Review of Research ............................................................  19 

 

CHAPTER III : METHOD OF RESEARCH ..................................................  22 

3.1 Research Design .................................................................  22 

3.2 Research Data ....................................................................  24 

3.3 Data Collection Procedure ..................................................  25 

3.4 Data Analysis Procedure.....................................................  26 

 

CHAPTER IV : ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS ................................................  28 

4.1 Analysis .............................................................................  28 

4.1.2 Causes of Self Reliance to Kya ........................................  28 

4.1.2.1 Abandoned by Family ...................................................  28 

4.1.2.2 Live Alone ....................................................................  33 

4.1.2.3 Surviving ......................................................................  36 

4.1.3. Things Kya do to achieve Self-Reliance..........................  41 

4.1.3.1 Learn to Read ...............................................................  42 

4.1.3.2 Earn a Living ................................................................  46 

4.1.3.3 Navigate a Boat ............................................................  48 

4.2 Findings .............................................................................  51 

 

CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION ..........................  52 

5.1 Conclusion .........................................................................  52 

5.2 Recommendation ................................................................  53 

 

REFERENCES  ...................................................................................................  55 

 

 



55 

 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Ahmadi, Rowaida. (2021). Sociology of Literature. International Journal of 

Advanced Academic Studies. 3.(1), 129-133. 

 

Altman, Heidi M., Thomas N. Belt. (2008). Reading History: Cherokee History 

Through a Cherokee Lens. Journal Native South, Volume 1,pp. 90-98 

10.1353/nso.0.0003. 

 

Covey, Stephen R. (1989). The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. First Edition. 

New York: Free Press. 

 

Crane, Nathan. Adams, Mike. (2015). Self Reliance Mastery: Learn How to Be Self-

Reliant, Live Sustainably, and Be Prepared for Any Disaster. First Edition. 

London : Panacea Publishing. ISBN10: 0991470036. 

 

Cuddon, J.A. (1998). Dictionary of Iterary Terms & Literary Theory. Fourth Edition. 

Oxford : Blackwell Publishing. 

 

Creswell, J. W. (2018). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed 

Method Approaches. Fifth Edition California: SAGE Publications, Inc. 

 

Eagleton, Terry. (1996). Literary Theory An Introduction. Second Edition. Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishing. 

 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. (1993). Self-Reliance and Other Essays.New York : Dover 

Publication. 9780486277905 (ISBN10: 0486277909). 

 

Endraswara, Suwardi. (2008). Metodologi Penelitian Sastra. First Edition 

Yogyakarta: Media Pressindo. 

 

Goldmann, Lucien. (1970). The Sociology of Literature: Status and Problems 

Method. First Edition. New York: Preager Publisher. 

 

Hasanan, Atiq Aqiqotul. (2022). Sociology of Literature as Approach in the Study of 

Religious Texts. Jurnal Bastra Vol. 7, No. 2 April – Juni 2022 Issn: 2503- 

3875. 

 

Hornby, A.S .(2010). Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. 

New York: Oxford University Pres. 

 

Jones, Edward. (1968). Outline of literature: short story, story: novel, and poem. 

United States of America: The Macmilliam Company. 

 

Jung, C. G. (1990). Psychology and Literature. First Edition. London: Routledge. 

 

Kloppers, Mandy. (2019). Mental Health : Steps to Self Reliance. Netwebsite 

(https://www.mentalhelp.net/blogs/steps-to-self-reliance/)  

https://www.mentalhelp.net/blogs/steps-to-self-reliance/


56 

 

 

 

 

Laurenseon, D. T. & Swingewood, A. (1972). The sociology of literature. New York: 

Schocken Books Inc. 

 

Mahlina, Depi. (2019). Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Self-Reliance In Katniss Everdeen’s 

Individualism. (Unpublished undergraduate thesis). Soegijapranata Catholic 

University, Malang. 

Owens, Delia. (2018). About the Author. Netwebsite 

(https://www.deliaowens.com/about-the-author) 

 

Owens, Delia. (2018). Where the Crawdads Sing. First Edition. New York: G.P. 

Putnam's Sons. 

 

Pooyandeh, Mohammad Jafar. (2002). A brief introduction to the sociology of 

literature. Tehran: Cheshmeh Publications. 

 

Savatagi, S.B, Srinivas, P.N, and Payyappallimana, Unnikrishnan. (2022). Factors 

Influencing the Emergence of Self-Reliance in Primary Health Care using 

Traditional Medicine. Indian Journal of Public Health.  66(2):p 214-222, 

Apr–Jun 2022 

 

Swastika, Fajar. (2021). Kya’s Individuation Process In Delia Owens’ Where The 

Crawdads Sing. (Unpublished undergraduate thesis). Universitas Islam 

Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim, Malang. 

 

Thoreau, Henry David. (2004). Walden; or, Life in the Woods. Third Edition. New 

Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

 

 

https://www.deliaowens.com/about-the-author
https://journals.lww.com/IJPH/toc/2022/66020
https://journals.lww.com/IJPH/toc/2022/66020

	Savatagi, S.B, Srinivas, P.N, and Payyappallimana, Unnikrishnan. (2022). Factors Influencing the Emergence of Self-Reliance in Primary Health Care using Traditional Medicine. Indian Journal of Public Health.  66(2):p 214-222, Apr–Jun 2022

